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Vꝛelacy Defended: 


OR, THE 


Scurrilous RefleQtions of High-Flyers 
Expos d and Ridiculd. 


A. Ear Doctor, I am heartily glad to ſee 
you ! Pray, what News ſtirring? 


D. I ſuppoſe none that is good; I un- 
derſtand the - are ſtill againſt the = — Bill. 
A. That's very ſtrange indeed worthy Doctor. 

D. A Gang of Demitanacical ------- 

A. Hold, Doctor, not too faſt. 

D. Pray, good Sir, hold your uncivil Interrupti- 
ons; Shall | be afraid to ſpeak the Truth? 

A. But you know, my beloved Doctor, the 
Truth is not to be ſpoken at all times. 

D. Depolition and Deprivation is not ſufficient--- 

A. Stop, my Evangelical Doctor, pray remem- 
ber the Pillory. 

D. Prithee don't talk to me of thoſe State and 
Piſtrinal Machines, they are beneath a Man of Cou- 
rage. 


Az A4. Right, 


(2) bt 
A. Right, Learned Doctor, but you know a 
Man of Courage is not beneath them. 
D. Don't think to frighren me with your Chi- 
mera's ; | tell you they are unpreſidented Practiſes. 
A. In the belt ſenſe, I hope, my pious Doctor. 


D. No, in the worſt, Puppy. 
A. | beg your Pardon, I did not know that before. 
D. But if we trace their Origin we can't expect 
otherwiſe. | 
A. Enigmatical Doctor, explain your ſelf. 
D. Poor Fool, the Expreſſion is ſelf-evident and 
indiſputable. | | 
A. To the Learned you mean, Doctor. 
D. To be voted Unchriſtian by the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons is a fine Character for a2 
A. And that the innocent Mr. Fuller ſhou'd be 
voted an incorrigible Rogue is ſomewhat wonderful. 
D. I don't ſce how this contradiction can be re- 
concil d, an unchriftian ----- ＋ 
A. Tis pretty difficult, Doctor. 
D. | have heard of a Maxim, that two Contra- 
ries cant agree in the ſame Subject. 
A. That's underſtood of real not denominative, 
Doctor. 8 17 | 
D. It muſt be one way or other, for Iam ſure, 
und in aliquo tertio ſingulari & incommunicabile conves 
mint, : | 
4. Oracutoufly Philofophick, Doctor. | 
| | = | D. Sir 


n 
D. Sir J. P. hath diſplayd him in his proper 
Colours. 
A. A modern Heroe, Doctor. 
D. He hath expos d the Wolf in the Sheep's 
Clothing 
A. Take care, Doctor, Scandalum Magnatum. 
D. This ever famous Patriot hath f — d him- 
ſelf by his elegant Harangues againſt ----- 
A. Pray, honeſt Doctor, be cautious, the H. of C. 
is a very dangerous subject. 
D. What do you think of an Hererodox, as well 
as an Unchriſtian, 
A. Impoſſible and incompatible, Doctor. 
D. Tis matter of Fact, under the Role, between 
you and me, honeſt Jack. | 
A. Pray pardon. my Scepticiſm, Doctor. 
D. Did ſt thou never ſee a-Modern 2 of 
our Sal vatory Articles 2 
A. Whar then ? 
D. There's ſweet matter of Faith for you, titely 
warranted by the Holy Writ. 
A. No Man is Infallible Doctor. 
D. I hope it doth not become a — to com 
mence Antiſcripturiſt. 
A. By no means my Ingenious Doctor. 
D. Jam mightily concern'd to ſee Church-Loy- 
_ ſo ſenſibly decay, 
. Your No: ion of Church- Loyalty, Doctor. 
| D. I 
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Di. I mean vigorous Aſſertors of the Eccleſiaſtick 
Policy. 
4. Sticklers for its Ceremonial Conſtitution. 
D. Ves, Ceremoniouſly Ritual. 

A. That wou d ſooner revive the Act De Her. 
Com. than ſuffer an Abolition of the leaſt Ceremony. 
D. Obſervant of its molt minute Ordinances. 

A. Superſtitioully Ceremonious. 

D. Vous Vrecch, to brand the Elect with 
Idolatry ! 

A. I ſupplicate your Pardon, conſcientious Doctor. 

D. They are Men of lound Principles, de voutly 
Pious, charitably Officiatory, and of an implicit Faich. 

A. Honourable Characteriſticks, correſpondent to 
Their Divine Proſeſſion. 

D. Thele are Accompliſhments eſſentially con- 
ſtitutive of Holineſs. and Reformation. ä 

A. I heard ſay, that Wh. Dr. and Sw. were Qua- 
N. neceſſary to compleat their Character. 

D. They may be requiſite, perhaps, but not ne- 

ceſſaty 

- They are Propria quarto modo ] believe. 

They may comcidere, bur am ſure they dont 

. 

A. Preciſely deſcriminative Doctor. 

D. What's think of our Fanatical W 

A. I believe they are honeſt Fellows ia the main, 


D. Ironically ſpeaking, Jack. 


A. They 


r 


28, 

A. They entertain a profound Reſpect and Ve- 
neration for our devout and honourable and 
are ſtrict Followe:s of their Virtues, 

D. Birds of a Feather generally flock together. 

A. They are wiſe, grave, merciful, charitable, 
and againſt ſevere Treatments, 

D. As long as tis for their Intereſt ſo to be, 

A. They are Loyalzand faichtul Defenders of their 
Prince and Country. 

D. No Regicides, no One and _ Men, and . 
no Levellers. 

A. Bountifully Contributory to maintain War 
abroad, and promote Peace at home. 

D. When the management of che Fund is in their 
own hands. 

A. They are oppoſers of Party Diviſions, Civil. 
Diſſentions and Animoſities. 
D. Becauſe they wont conform to the Church. 

A. Morality ſhines in its brighteſt Luſtre amongſt 
them. 

D. Men of unſpotted Lives and tender Conſci- 
ences. 

A. Their Actions demonſtrate an undeniable Af- 
tection to Her Majeſty, 

D. Their Practiſe illuſtrate the love they have 
for Her eſtabliſh'd Church, 
A. Honeſty is become their Criterion. 


D. Occaſional Conformity their Juſtification. | 
A. For 


4. You are miſtaken Doctor, I dont mean Presb. 

D. For Gods ſake, who do you mean? 

A. The true, godly, and exemplary Members of 
our Church. 

D. The low, moderate, and groveliog Che—, 


don't you. 

4. I don't underſtand your Party diſtinctions, I 
mean Perſons or Moderation. 

D. I apprehend thee, I coud recite a great ma- 


ny fine Stol ies, which wou d make thee change thy 
Opinion. 


A. I am very impatient to o hear them, D «or. 
D. I can't conveniently now, but Iwill ſacisfie 
you another time. Here's a Health, honeſt Jack, 


1 to all true Engl. /hmen. 


A. With all my Heart, Doctor. 

D. Prithee, what's think of an extempore Cant, 
N N Ejaculations, and enthuſiaſtick Emotions. 

A. Deluſion. Baits to deceive the Ignorant. 

D. Egregioully Ridiculous, doubtleſs, to all who 
prefer ſteugth of Reaſon and ſolidiry of Argu- 
m-nc to unpiemeditated and incomptebeuſible Non- 
ſenſe. 

A. TIncompirable fine Doctor. 

D. O Pumbrokian is of another Opinion. he 
woud ſooner make an extempore Diſcourte of two 
hours long, than compoſe an elaborate Sermon not 
halt ſo prolx. 
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4. 1 know noching of the Matter, I never heard 
him hold forth. _ 4 6 

D. | hope tis not s oblige our belov'd P. that 
we follow their way of Sermonatin 

A. Defect of Viſibility, or Retention, and a ſa- 
gacious Memory may be the primary Cauſes. 

D. Iadeed Perſons divinely Inſpired, ſubject to 

ſpiritual Motions, are good extemporary Sermoci- 
cinators, but Ibelieve our Right Rd doth not 
pretend to ſuch uncommon lafuſions. 
A. Dr. Burzeſs will tell you tis the ſenſe of the 
Heart, not the Tongue is to be valud. 
D. Strange! you wou'd not have our S Ert 
to be like that unintelligible, enthuſiaſtick, and ſimi- 
litudinary Inſpirator. 3 | 
4. The Doctor is a cunning, ſubtle Fellow, able 
to cajole his c:edulous Pariſhioners. 

D. Twoud be a very odd ſort of Apology, when 
you have [poke Blaſphemy, vociferated rapturiſtick 
Abſurdities, and irreconcilable Coattadictions, to ſay 
the meaning of your Heart was quite contrary to 
what you laid. 

A. Tis true, practiſe defines the Man, and if 
he always preachech Nonſenſe, I cant believe he is 
a Man of ſenſe. | . 

D. Here's a Health to your honeſt Per 

4. 1 than't pledge you. | | 

D. They are faithful Fellows in the main. 

| B 4. 


48) | 
A. A company of diſloyal, diſaffected, nonjuring 
Traytors, that would betray their Country into Ty» 
ranny, and theit Religion into Papiſtical Süperſtition. 
D. Their Principles are diametrically contrary, 
they are Sticklers for Paſſive Obedience, oppoſers of 
Abdication ; they are inſeparable Adherents to their 
Prince, and wou'd depoſite their Lives and Fortunes 
to protect him. cdl | 
A. Tis well you ſaid their own P—— otherwiſe 
I ſhou'd have ſcarce believ'd you; tis more eligible 
to continue unactive and unconcern d, than to abett 
and aſſiſt an illegitimate and pretended Title. 
D. Conſcience, you know, is an irreſiſtable Dicta- 
tor, too prevalent to be confronted. 

A. Pox on their Conſciences, Fellows that wou d 
cut your Throat for Two; pence half-peny ; who 
make their Religion a covert for Conſpiracy, and 
pretenſions to Loyalty a defence for Rebellion. 

D. Undelerv'd Calumny! | 

A. The opportune diſcovery of the Scotch Plot 
Has been a great Mortification to them, 'twill dil- 
ſol ve their Aſſociations and Cabals, and deter them 
from appearing fo publick for the future. 

D. Prithee don't miſrepreſent their innocent and 
undeſigning Meetings, intended to allay their Griefs 
and Sorrows for unfortunate Diſappointments. 

A. Very innocent Conſultations; They don't in- 
form our Enemies of our Affairs and Counſels, don't 
con- 


concert Meaſures and hatch Deſigns prejudicial to 
the Government: They are, abominators of One 
and Forty Principles, promoters of Peace and Tran. 
quilicy, and dutiful Sons to our Laws and Crown. 
D. Licerally true, notwithſtanding, your lnuendos. 

A. I ſhall ever, with che moſt profound Venera- 
tion, Reverence their L---ſhips, for their conſtant and 
indefatigable oppoſition to the promotion of 
Per. im. „ 

D. They ſay the Duke of Berwick is made Gene- 
raliſſimo of the French Forces that ſerve the next 
Campaign in Spain: His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty has 
a great kindnels for him, | | 
A. The Prints tell you ſo. 85 

D. I believe this Summer will decide the Con- 
troverſie for the Spaniſh Monarchy, I hope ſucceſs 
will attend His C. Majeſty. 

A. King Charles I ſuppoſe you mean, I know no 
other lawful Sovereign, for I can never think him 
right Heir to a Crown who comes to the Royal 
Di idem by the violation of the moſt ſolemn Oaths, 
fictitious Wills, and by the breach of Scipulations 
and Contracts. 

D. Indeed you are in the right of it, honeſt Jack. 

A. Ny humble Service to you, Doctor, an invi- 
olable Uaion to both Houſes. 

D. With all my Heart, Jack, I admire they don't 
fileace that ſcandalous Scribler the 0b/ervator. 
ſt B 2 A. I 
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A. I muſt acknowledge he is a ſcurrilous Fellow, 
tho' really he onght to be commended for one thing, 
that is, for treating ſo reverently our honourable 
p. - 
D. He's a prevaricating Hypocrite, ſpeaks one 
thing, and means another; and becauſe we wou'd 
willingly be thoughe a Man of Reformation, we 
muſt likewiſe employ our Pen againſt the Stage, not 
upon the Account of Morality, but to fill our Pa- 
per in order to get our Ten Shillings; an indigent, 
neceſſitous, and mercenary Wretch, exceſſively En- 
vious and Ill-· natur d, immoderately Stupid, and in- 
corrigibly Wicked. 2 52 219 nil 

A. He'll have a ſatyrical fling at you for this in 
his next Ohervator. Te, | 

D. His Reflections are become fo inſipid, his Re- 
marks ſo obviouſly dull and ridiculous, that tis be- 
neath a Man of ſenſe to regard and obſerve them. 

4. How doth our Univerſity ſtand affected at this 
critical Juncture. 

D. I was at Oxford about three Weeks fince, 
where the Occaſional Bill, the univerſal Theme now 
a days, was introduc'd, Arguments Pro and Con 
were offer d, but, amongſt the reſt, a very Learned 
and Judicious Gentleman, to demonſtrate the com- 

q plwiant and flexible Temper of their propos d 
. this dis junctive Propoſition, Either the Bill is for 
dhe advantage of our Church or fome other; from 

| Which 
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48 
which he dedvced ſuch neceſſary and undeniable 
Inferences, as very conſpicuouſly evidenc'd their Pro- 
c2:dings and Concertments to be point blank con- 
trary to the Intereſt and Advancement of our eſta» 
bliſh'd Religion, 

A. Pray, honoured Doctor, let's hear ſome of 
thole axiomical Conſequences, 

D. Says he, the former pait of my Propoſition I 
ſuppoſe * People wont grant, ſince by ſuch a 
Conceſſion, they wou d condemn their own Actions. 
Neither do | ſee, how they can affirm the lattes, 
withour breach of Modeſty, and violation of Truth ; 
for in what manner can any thing be inſtrumental- | 
to the promotion of a Church, which unqualifies 
irs Members to enjoy Offices of Power and Autho- 
rity, incapacitates and diſables them to defend their 
Religion againſt Endeavours and Deſigns to ſubvert 
and aboliſh it; a Poſition implicitly contradictory, 
and apparently abſurd. Neither do I think it to 
be ſo great a difficulty as ſome People may imagine, 
to paove the former part of the disjunction. If ie 
be prejudicial to our own Church, it muſt be either 
ſo abſolutely or circumſtantially ; that it is in the 
firſt ſenſe, no one I ever as yet met with has had the 
confidence to proncunce : If it be detrimental in 
reference to circumſtance, I agree with the-generally - 
_ applauded excuſe, that it is ill-tim'd. Nevertheleſs, . 
cant conceive why ſuch ſhou'd be the only Men, 

* 2 


4 22 |) 
at leaſt the principal to oppoſe and confront it, to 
whom the intereſt and prelervation of our Ch 
is committed. I am well ſatisfied, that it is never 
inopportune to do good, to concur in promoting 
and eſtabliſhing the moſt ſound and holy Religion 
throughout the Univerſe, altho ſome Temporal In- 
con veniencies might reſult from ſuch Religious En- 
deavours, certainly is highly acceptable and well- 
pleaſing to the Almighty : Beſides, it ſeems ſome- 
what ſtrange, that their ſhoud be endow'd 
with ſo great a niceneſs of penetration, ſuch a pe- 
culiar happineſs of Prediction as to be able to diſcern 
Abſtruſities, inconceivable by all others, to Divice 
Events never dreamt of by any beſides themſelves. 
That the for fear of Notional Milchiets ſhou d 
neglect and oppugn Spiritual Duties, are modern 
Proceedings, calculated for Deſigns not altogether 
ſo impenetrable as the dangeis in futurity ſo much 
talk d of. | 4 
A. This is an Ingenious Man for Disjunctions, 
cou'd any one in the Company anſwer his Argu- 
ments. B 
D. There were ſome endeavonrd to confute 
them by their little Evaſions, which he ſo eaſily 
detected as you wou'd a Drury: Lane Quean from an 
honeſt Woman. | | 
A. This was a moderate Fellow of a T ; 


for generally in Diſpures of this nature Fiſt and Foot, 
5 in- 
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inſtead of Argament, are made ule of to determine 
the Controverſy. | RP 

D. You are a little too ſcurrilous Jack, you'll 
never leave till you are voted for your defamatory 
and licentious Tongue, an incorrigible Rogue. . 

A. I hope they wont treat a Perſon with ſuch Se- 
verity when he . got Matter of Fact on his ſide. 
Now, becauſe you are my particular Friend, Doctor, 
FI! recite to you a Story which I heard concerning . 
two Divines, Collegiates in Oxford: But that you 
may apptebend the Matter aright, you muſt know 
one was diſtinguiſh'd by the ever celebrated Cha- 
raeriſtick of Moderation, the other ſtigmatiz d | 
with the ſcandalous Repute of a furious and im- 
moderate There aroſe a Diſpute between 
them concerning the extent of the Metropoliticał 
Preſidency and Juriſdiction, in relation to the Lower 
Houle of Convocation, vi Whether the Proceedings 
of our Metropolitan were juſtifiable and warranted 
by Preſidents. The former defended the Conduct of 
the Archbiſhop, and reſolutely afhrmed, that it was 
a Pierogative ſo inſeparably incident to the Metro- 
political Power to prorogue the Lower Houſe of 
Convocation, as a Prerogative to prorogue the Houſe 
of Commons was to the Crown. He vindicated. . 
the Actions of our ſupream Prelate, from the un- 
delerv'd Aſperſions of Malignancy and Ill nature, 


and conſpicuouſly made appear, that through the 
| whole 


(16) „ 
whole Series of his Life, the promotion of the 
Ehurch, encouragement of Vertue and Reformaci- 
on, an impartial diſtribution of Juſtice, and an ex- 
emplary Affection towards the Members of his own 
Profeſſion were his diſtinguiſhing and peculiar Marks. 

The ocher like a true bigotted Tantivy, being 
kighly offended to hear a Man of Moderation ſo 
juſtly applauded, and not being able by dine of 
Argument to invalidate his Aſſertions, and for fear 
ef an Eccleſiaſtick Cenſure not daring ro contradict 
his Character, yet being unalterably jeſolyd to, te- 
venge our ſelf on him for his Impudence, rather 
tian baulk our Reſolution we commenc'd Porter, 
the ſureſt and molt ſatisfactory Refuge when Truth 
and Equity is againſt us. 

D. You are lure the Report is true, and that be- 
ing inſuthcieat as Argumentation we made ule of 
2 more ungeateel and mechanical Remedy to ſatiate 
eur furious and tranſported Paſſion. | 

A. The Gentleman himſelf doch not deny it, 
but rather boaſts of ic as a magnanimous and heros 
ic« Exploit. 5 
D. Did the injurd Party never proſecute him, 
in order to rediels his Grievaiice for ſo uajuſtifiable 
an AF oat. | | + We 

of his 


: A. He complain'd to the Vice C 


inhuman Treatment, where, inſtead of receiving 
ſatisfaction, he purchas d almoſt an irrecrievable ruin; 
for 
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for the Y—Ch— being a little Anti EBG in- 
clin'd, told him, that it did not belong to his Ju- 
riſdiction to rectifie this intolerable abuſe, but that 
it appertain d to the H—d of the C-— to take cog- 
nizance of all Irregularities committed by the Mem- 
bers of his own Society. The poor Gentleman be- 
ing here refuſed ſatisfaction, with Supplication and 
Prayer he addreſſed himſelf to the Warden, con- 
juring him to Puniſh this notorious Offender, who 
had not only violated his Oath of Ordination, but 
likewiſe broken the Statutes which he had ſworn 
"to, obſerve; one wou'd have thought that Juſtice 
and Equity had oblig'd the Warden to have exerted 
his Authority againſt this nefarious Villain, and 
ſummon d the Criminal to anſwer for his notorious 
Miſdemeanour, and to have inflicted a Puniſhment 
on him correſpondent and proportionable to his Of- 
fence : But alaſs, the event prov'd quite contrary ; 


for inſtead of receiving a redreſs of our Grievances, 


our Miſfortune was encreaſed, by an addition of a 
greater Infliction than we had already ſuffer d; De- 
pri vation of Fellowſhip was pronounc againſt us, 
and perhaps Excommengement wou d have follow d, 
had it been in his Power to declare it. 

D. Thy Narration is ſo obſcure and myſtical, 
Jack, that tis impoſſible for a Perſon of an ordi- 
nary Capacity to apprehend it, pray explain your 
ſelf more intelligibly, and don't talk of Depri va- 

| | C tion 


* "Ra d 
: "PRI | 
tion and Excommengement, without telling us a 
why and a wherefote. £7 ft DIGI" bm 
4. Keep your Temper, Doctor, and III imme- 
diately ſatisfy you: You muſt know that every 
College is very tender of its Rights, Authority, and 
Juriſdiction: Now, becauſe the Complainant in- 
form'd the Y—Ch-— of his Wrong and Injury, 
and did not firſt of all come ro the Wa—— to do 
him Juſtice, twas conftru'd as a ſlight of their 
Power, and an infringement of their Rights and 
Privileges; an Offence of ſo high a nature, as no- 
thing but the Sentence of Deprivation con'd be 
Tantamount and Commenſurate to it. This was the 
reaſon our mercenary Jurant gave for his unpreſi - 
dented and unjuſt Procedure. Others thought there 
muſt be ſome more prevalent inducement than 
the abovemention'd, for ſo uncommon a Severity.: 
And others more ſagacious and penetrating than 
the reſt of their Brechren, excogitated this plau- 
fible and reaſonable Aſſignment, That twas be- 
cauſe he who is a Friend to the preſent Metrop mm 
cowd be no well-wiſher to the propagation of Le- 
viticiſm ; a Reaſon more diverting than the former, 
and perhaps, afcer a ſerious Conſideration of Cir- 
cumſtances, wilt be look'd upon as the moſt probable, 
D. I find by your Relation, Jack, our Acades 
micks are diſguſted at their L Proceedings, as 
weil as a great many others of the ſame Complexion. 
Pri- 


2 
* - | 
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Pricher; What's think of, their Conduct in 8 
to their Examination of the late unravell'd Plot. 
A. My, Sentimeats of their Procedure induce me 


to believe, chat, their, Actions were very juſtifiable 
and bęcoming the high Station their Merit had ad- 
vangd chem to. 1, know there are ſome particular 
Genelemen, who condemn their practiſe of Uſurpa⸗ 
tion and Encroachment on the Royal Prerogative: 
don ſee tho what reaſon there is for ſuch unuſual 
DPW ORs I 1 
D. Not too free, [ beſzech you, Jack, I can enu- 
merate not a few, Men of improy'd Judgments 
 and/penerrating Faculties, whoſe Sentiments are point 
bleak contradictory to your own fantaſtick Notions. 
A. I haye ſome ground for my Opinion as well 
as they; there are a great many ingenious Men of 
my fide, Perſons that underſtand. the nature of our 
Goverameat, and are able to diſtinguiſh berween a 
legal Proceeding and a Uſurpation ; and becauſe 
you ſhan't think, what I ſay to be only a little 
 Higb-Flying Banter, III — ſuch irrefragible 
Realons, that were Alledgd; in defence of their 
as I believe will incline you to be of the ſame Mind. 
D. Let's hear by all means thoſe wonderful and 
er Diſcoveries. But, in the interim, let me 
deſire you to be ſo s and perſpicuous as pol- 
ſible you can; and don't pretend to offer for unde» 


niable P.caſons, the product of a diſtemper d Brain; 
42 C2 and 


> 


CIT} -- 
and for demonſtrative Proof, little and ſophiſtick 
Evaſions. © 5 | ns t ON 
A. Fll follow your wife and Convocational 
Counſel, Doctor, and will intreneh upon yeur Pa- 
tience as little as may be, upon condition you 
won't diſturb me with too frequent tnteruptiens. ' 
D. The Devil take thy circumlocutory and tau- 
tological Cant for me, doſt deſign to keep me a 
whole Day in expectation of, perhaps, when all 
comes to all, a more diſcompoſing Jargon than the 
noiſe of a hooting Aſs. 70 
4. Moderation, Doctor, Ill begin immediately: 
Their —— Proceedings were either with Her Ma- 
jeſty's Conſent, or they were not; if they were, 
I don't apprehend how they can be a uſurpation, or 
an infringement of the Regal Rights; if they were 
not, how came it to paſs that She ſhou diprohibit the 
Examination of Sir John Macklau, and of no other? 
had Her Majeſty been unwilling that their ——- 
ſhou'd concern themſelves in it, certainly She wou'd 
have forbidden the Examination of the reſt as well 
as him. Befides, if it be an Encroachment, it muſt 
be either with Her Majeſty's Knowledge or not: 
That a Queen ſo glorious, religious, and tender 
of Her inherent and Royal Right, ſhou'd know- 
ingly ſuffer them to be uſurpd, is a Poſition fo in- 
comprehenſibly wonderful, as ſurmounts the ap- 
prehenſton of the moſt exalted and ſublime Un- 
— e 
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69 
derſtanding. That Her Majeſty knew, that their 
I. intended to examine the Priſoners, is ſo 
conſpicuouſly true, that to go about to prove it, 
wou d be more ridiculous, than to go to the Play- 
houſe to learn Morality. Theſe are the Reaſons 


| which | heard, Doctor, and I appeal to your own. 


1 udgment for their validity. 


D. Their Author ſeems to be a pretty ingeni- 
ous Fellow, they will ſerve well enough for in - 
different ſort, of People, but they can't bear the 


Touchſtone of penetration. 


A. Prejudice blinds the Eyes of the moſt Ingeni- 
ous, and makes them run counter to the diftates of 


their own Reaſon. Impartiality and Indifferency 
are abſolutely neceſſary to conſtitute a right Judg- 


ment ; and if diſintereſſed Perſons approve of the 


abovelaid Reaſons, I don't value the Detractions o 
Prepoſſeſſion. | 


B. Tis a great happineſs to be on the ſtrongelt 
hde, Jack, and tho' we be in the right, yet for our 


own Intereſt we mult ſometimes commence Trim 

4: Tis beneath a Man of Honour to forſake.a 
juſt and equitable Cauſe, out of a timorous appre- 
henſion of ſuture Dangers : That's a Property inſe- 


perably .annexd, to degenerated and emaſculated 
Souls, and diametrically contrary to a generous and 


beroick Spirit. 


. Her Majeſty bath built a. ſplendid and ſpa⸗ 


cious | 


: 
Z 
: 
' 
| 
1} 
1 
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| (20) 
cious 2—.— at St, Janes 5 did you never _—_— of 
it, Tack. — 

A. Yes, I was infores'd of it Cother 5 
„ ſuppoſe twill ſtop Dr. Collier from decrying 
againſt the Stage, and ſuffocate his ſplenarick Acri 

mony, when he ſees ſo vertuous ere a Queen 
to countenance it. 

4. Mr. Collier doth not write 4puinſt the stage i ir 
ſelf, but the Corruption and Licentiouſneſs which 
is crept into it. Her Majeſty doth not encourage 
the Immorality of the Stage, as Her Proclamation 
very apparently demonſtrates, but endeavours to re- 
duce it to its primitive Innocence. | 

D. I think it is erected out of the 14 f 
ings : Tis ſomewhat ſtrange to ſee the ani Ha- 
bitation of a P converted into a Plav-houle. 

4. Perhaps twas the moſt con venieat place for 
this recreating Structure, and doubtleſs had he con- 
tinu'd in his Office another Apartment, wou d bave 
been aflign'd unto bim. 

D. To Canvaſe at Elections certainly is not the 
Province of a they never reap any advantage 
by ic, but erly undergo the inglorious Miſ- 
fortune of a Diſappointment, or the cenſure of 
prefering temporal Affairs to their {1 piritual Functions. 

A. We cant impute the diſplacing of. this Hos 
nourable to any Perſonal Miſcarriage, becauſe 
it is the uſual puactiſe of ed Heads, at all 

«cate, Do 
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opportunities, to - caſhier the Officers of their Pre- 


deceſſors, and to promote others, for whom they 
ha ve a greater kindneſs, and more particular favour. 
D. 1 don't pretend to be ſo well veſted in the 


School of Policy, as to give you a politive Reaſon ; - 
- nevertheleſs I will be ſo bold to lay, I believe the 


Petition of the ——— was a helping hand. 
A. Tis plain this worthy 


of thoſe who are better acquainted with the My- 
ſtery. However, he is not the only Perſon, there 


are others under the ſame predicament ; he's got 
the wiſh'd for comfort of the diſtreſſed Socios habu- 


iffe doloris. 


D. What reaſon doſt think the —— was report - 
ed to give when he was ask'd, why he was againſt 


the Occaſional Bill. | 


A. A very learned and ſubſtantial one I don't doubt. 
D. You are ſo much miſtaken as ever you were 


in your Life, ack, twas only becauſe my L—— 
ſaid it muſt not pals, | 


A. O egregioully and incredibly ridiculous; | 


D. I had it from very good hands, Perſons who 


a 


are Conſcientious in their Words and Actions. 

A. It naturally reſembles the Product of a giddy- 
headed Tory, and very lively repreſents their ma- 
licious and nefarious Deſ1gns, | 


has had the miſ- 
fortune to incurr the diſpleaſure of the but 
why or wherefore I ſhall leave to the determination 


D. You. 
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D. You are very ſcurrilous to Night, Jack, tis 
not like a Gentleman, to abuſe Perſons after this ex- 
travagant rate, you don't know. 

A. To hear Patriots ſo defam d, towards whom 
we ought to carry our ſelves with the moſt profound 
Veneration, and not vindicate them from the proud 
and arrogant Inſults of their ſcandalous Reproachers, 
is an infallible Argument of unparallel'd Cowar- 
dice, unheard of Stupidity, or an irretrievable De- 
pravity. 


D. Health and Happineſs to Her Majeſty, Jack, 


with all Her true, faithful, loving, and honeſt Sub- 


ects. 
: A, I humbly thank you, Doctor, becauſe we'll be 
merry and facetious to Night, I'll tell you one of the 
molt pleaſant Stories you ever heard : Turning over 
my Great Grandfathers Study, where there were a 
prodigious number of old antiquated Volumes; at 
Laſt I hit upon one whoſe Author was ſtil' d Anti- 
gquiſſimus, the Hiſtory it ſelf the Chronicles of the 
Kings of the Antantick Regions; he began thus: 


Our Land the moſt fruicful, delightſome, and re- 


nowned throughout the Univerſe, is inbabited by a 


numerous multitude of brave, heroick, and martial 


Pigmies; our Anceſtors had the misfortune to live 
in Anarchy and Confuſion: But we their Poſterity 
more ſenſibly perceiving what unſpeakable ruine it 


had drawn on us, by a uniyerſal Conſent have e- 
OR lected 


(23) 
lected one to be our ſupreme Head and Governor, 
whom we have authoriz'd to puniſh all diſturbers 
of the publick Peace and Tranquility; and in 
whoſe hands we have entruſted the adminiſtration 
of all National Concerns. Since the eſtabliſhment 
of this happy and well · conſtituted Government, 
which is above three hundred Years, we have en- 
joy d, excepting in the three laſt Years, all tempo- 
ral Bleſſings; in which we have felt the ſad effects 
of Civil Diſſentions and Animoſities; the Cauſe 
and Spring of which Diviſions, for my, Reader's 
ſatisfaction, I ſhall briefly ſer down : Amongſt us, 
the diminutive, but moſt wile and ſagacious People 
in the World, ic has ever been embrac'd as a moſt 
_ undeniable Maxim, that there are never any gene- 
ral Miſunderſtandings, National Contentions, or 
Popular Rebellions, but Religion has lent a helping 
hand to foment and propagate them; of which 
fundamental Truth the late Calamities of my Na- 
tive Country have been a particular Verification : 
We all agree in paying Adoration to one Deity, 
Jupiter, the greit God of Thunder and Lightning: 
We are all of the ſame Religion in Eſſence, and 
only differ ia the Performance of the Ceremonial 
Part. Some among us account Proſtration at che 
entrance of our Temple, and revereatly to bow at 
the Name of Jupiter, to be a kind of ſuperſtitious 
Worſhip; for this Reaſon thoſe who are againit 
| D | Ricual 
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Ritual Obſervances erected ſeparate Meetings and 
Congregations. But that you may the becter un- 
derſtand the ſubſequent part of my Relation, I muſt 
deſiie your Patience whilſt I ſpeak a few Words 
concerning our Government: After we had elected 
a King for our Ruler, he, for the more expeditious 
and ſafe management of Publick Affairs erected two 
ſupreme Courts of Legiſlature, one to conſiſt of the 
Optimates of our Kingdom, the other of the molt 
opulent and learned Plebeians, The laſt of thoſe 
two grand Aſſemblies happening to be more pene- 
trating and quick ſighted than the other, immedi- 
ately diſcover'd (as they thought) the inconceivable 
Misfor:unes that wou'd befal the Nation, if theſe 
ſpiritual Diviſions were not ſhortly heal d: They 
had long and learned Conſultations before they de- 
termin d to proceed in this intricate Affair; but at 
laſt ſeven or eight of the moſt refin d and ſpecu- 
Jative Politicians, laid down the following Scheme 
as the ſureſt Expedient to cloſe up theſe latent 
Breaches: That ſince a great many of the Separa- 
tiſts were poſſeſsd of very conſiderable Offices and 
Stations in the Government, if they perſiſted in 
their Nonconformity, that Degradation ſhoud be 
inflicted on them: That one Annual Proſtration, 
and one Reverend Bow to the Name of Jupiter 
ſhou d not qualifie them for the enjoyment of any 
profi able and publick Office: If they did a 
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and after ds Apoſtatize, during their Officeſhip, | 


the pecuniary Penalty of a hundred Aureali ſhou d 
be impoſed on them. And for the better effecting 
this noble and glorious Undertaking, an humble 
Addreſs ſhou d be preſented ro His Majeſty, be- 


ſeeching him to diſcourage and puniſh all Abettors- 


and Promoters of this unhappy Diviſion, let them 


be diſtinguiſh d by what Title, Dignity, Character, 


Complexion, or Opinion whatſoever. Theſe Occa- - * 


ſional Propoſals, after ſome Obſtruction, paſſed by 
a majority of Votes: The Optimacy refuſed their 


Concurrence, which occaſion d hot Diſputes and 


Miſunderſtandings between the two National Aſ- 


ſemblies; Differences in a ſhort time were lo ſo- 
mented, that Civil Commotions and Inteſtine Wars 
were divin'd by all to be the conſequenee of theſe 
domeſtick and fatal Diviſions: His Majeſty was at 
a loſs how to appeaſe and quell thoſe unfortunate. 


Diſſentions; He devis d a thouſand Expedients, but 


was very timorous.in his Determination: At laſt 


evidently perceiving what an impendant ruine 


threaten'd his Dominions, if not ſpeedily prevented 
by an amicable Reconciliation of Parties: By his 
Royal Command both Houſgs were ſent for, to ap- 
pear before him, to whom, in a moſt moving and 
paſſionate Speech, he repreſented the deſtructive 
Effect; of ſuc1 violeat Proceedings; He plaioly told 


them, was his Will and Pleaſute that diverſity of 
| 923 Br 
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ON Opinion, in 3 e ou'd not 
Angualify any of his Subjects for the 8 of 
BY 2/ Offices and that he Soars. not: diſplace any one as 
„long as he contitiud-true and fairhful to his Truſt, | 
Did! <2, forhaving a ſcrupulous Conſcience: By this Kingly. | 
1 Reſolution all Fears were diſſip ted, and the dread of | 
| approaching xuine-quire- vaniſh'd away. A ſttan ge | 
alteration a pear d id the Faces of all. and Mirth ar 
. "Joypiofte lend Fc W Sadneſgſhin'd throughout 
the A iagdom; Trapquility-fucceeded publick Pi- | 
cy Union Waden Piſggreements, and 
proſperous Peice, omincus and ill boding Commo- 
n tions. This, Doctor, is an impaxxial recital of what 
Tei in my old Worm eaten Author: But whether 
| _ applicable and ſimilitudinary to — — is left to 
9 andre judgment to determine. 
D. Hl aſſute these, Jack, this is a very critical Pont 
to diſcuſs, it requires no ſmall time to conſider on. 
He at our next Meeting I may give you my. 
Opinion on the Matter. i 
4. This is very good Wine, Docter, my liumble 
© Service to yo, Succels to Her Majeſty's Forces by 


Sea and Lo | 
D. Wihiall my 
late, well take this © 
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; Jack; I fancy tis ſornewbat' * 


9s 

W and then adj ourn, Cu 8 : 

A. Whenfoever you — 2 1 am always at 7 | 
er ** 5 „„ 
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